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PASTOR’S
LETTER

JANUARY 8, 2017 - THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Our parish family will be full steam ahead with our Parish Priority Plan as 
we commence the year 2017.  In fact, I would like to introduce this year at 
Blessed Sacrament as the Year of the Parish Priority Plan.  We spent several 
years (2014 and 15) in the creation of the plan and the past year establishing 
the parish infrastructure to execute the plan.  It is an exciting time for us as a 
parish!  � e vision for the plan is Creating Disciples and Living the Stewardship 
Way of Life.  Last weekend many of you were able to participate in the blessing 
of the pergola at the main entrance of the church.  

� e pergola encloses the sacred art for our Parish Priority Plan, � e 
Annunciation painted by Oswald Tanner in 1898.  Tanner, a Frenchmen, 
spent 1897 in the Middle East becoming familiar with historical religious 
sites.  His exposure to Middle Eastern culture inspired him to paint the 
unconventional portrait of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  � e 
Angel Gabriel is depicted as burst of yellow light, very mystical in appearance.  
Mary is captured with strength yet with some bewilderment at what is being 
asked of her.  It was at this moment that Pope St. John Paul II claims that 
Mary became the fi rst disciple of Jesus, “the fi rst to whom he seems to say, 
follow me.”  

� e Annunciation image is now a window into each parishioner’s call to be 
a disciple, a close follower of Jesus.  � e way in which we are called is often 
mysterious and we may likely fi nd ourselves bewildered or even confused by 
what the Lord is asking of us.  My hope is that each of you will take time to 
ponder the painting, whether in the church or at the pergola, and to consider 
your own call to discipleship.  Art is a powerful avenue to move from what 
is seen to what is unseen.  � e poet Scott Cairns captures well the power of 
religious art:

As windows go, these ancient gilded fi gures both receive our rapt attention 
and announce a subtle reciprocity.  We look to them to apprehend a glimpse 
of life enduring out of time; and likewise fi nd our own experience attended by 
a tranquil gaze that turns increasingly aff ectionate, indulgent kind.

Ad majorem Dei gloriam,

Rev. John F. Jirak
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Each parish member is asked to give a generous share 
of their time to develop their faith so as to better share it 
with others; a generous share of their talents to assist in 
the building up of the Kingdom of God; and a generous 

share of their treasure to support the many good 
works and services which are carried out in the parish, 

diocesan, and universal Church. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION REP ORT
                                       12/20-12/26     07/01-12/26
Actual Collection:             $74,744.98     $1,537,913.23
Budget:                           $60,717.81     $1,552,641.14
Surplus (Defi cit):              $14,027.17       $(14,727.91)

CHURCH OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
PARISH TITHING

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH 

OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

We invite you to join our parish family!

Please stop by the parish offi  ce any time
 Monday-Friday between 8:30am and 5pm and 

fi ll out a parishioner registration card. 
At this time you will also receive a new parishioner 

packet and a tour of the church campus.
Can’t make it into the offi  ce? 

Register online or by phone: 316-682-4557
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EUCHARIST
MASS SCHEDULE &

INTENTIONS

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 14-15,  2017

Saturday, January 7
5:15pm VMatthew West Walker

Sunday, January 8
6:30am VVivian Brock
9:00am Int/Jeff  & Julie Zluticky
11:00am People of the Parish

Monday, January 9
� e Baptism of the Lord

6:30am VJeanne Gordon
8:00am VRobert Hall

Tuesday, January 10
6:30am VJeanne Galvin
8:00am VKathy Burton

Wednesday, January 11
6:30am VDave Burrus
8:00am Int/John & Hortense
 Schaefer Family
5:30pm Int/Travis Zwenger

! ursday, January 12
6:30am Int/Derek Hooper
8:00am Int/Judy & Harry Funke

Friday, January 13
St. Hilary, Bishop & 
Doctor of the Church

6:30am VElizabeth Hess
8:00am VJerry McGuigan

Saturday, January 14
6:30am VSlade Adams
5:15pm VDean Lott

Sunday, January 15
6:30am VLeo Sander
9:00am People of the Parish
11:00am All Members of the T.J.
 O’Sullivan Society

01/08 � e Ephiphany of the Lord
 Is 60:1-6
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6
 Mt 2:1-12
 Financial Peace University (School Library) 10:00am
 Mystagogy (Bishop Gerber Room)   10:00am
 CYO (Bishops Hall)     7:00pm

01/10 Rosary after Mass (Church)    8:30am
 Altar Society Rosary (Church)   6:45pm
 Altar Society Meeting (Bishops Hall)  7:00pm

01/11 Mom’s Group (St. Joseph’s Hall)   9:30am
 RCIA Class (School Library)   6:30pm
 PSR Classes (School classrooms)   6:30pm
 Knights of Columbus (St. Joseph’s Hall)  7:30pm

01/12 7th/8th Grade Scripture Study (Bishops Hall) 7:00am
 Baptism Class (Parish Offi  ce)   7:00pm 

01/13 Friday Breakfast Group (Bishops Hall)  7:00am

01/14 Regnum Christi (Bishop Byrne Room)  7:00am
 Friends of the Holy Family Novena  7:00am
 (Bishops Hall)
 Familia (Bishop Gerber Room)   7:15am
 New Parishioner Dinner (Commons)  6:30pm

01/15 � e Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Is 49:3, 5-6
 1 Cor 1:1-3
 Jn 1:29-34
 Financial Peace University (School Library) 10:00am
 Incoming Kindergarten Mtg (School Library) 12:00pm
 CYO (Bishops Hall)     7:00pm

DID YOU KNOW? You can listen to our Sunday homilies online!
Check them out on our website or iTunes.

WEEK AT A GLANCE

Mass Time & Date EMHC’s   Lectors  Altar Servers  Ushers
01/14 - 5:15pm  Pat & Kathy Harter,  Matt Burgardt Please check online sign-up sheet Kevin & Donna Arkin, Tim Bailey,
   Angie Holladay  Cathy Stenz    Matin Brooks, Jeff  & Tim Zluticky,
           Reid Whisenhant, Martin Dwyer
01/15 - 6:30am  Glenn Case   Julie Zluticky    Chris Shank & Dan Brooks
          
01/15 - 9:00am  James Bennett, Phil Carrillo, Terry McDonald    Knights of Columbus,   
   Nick Dondlinger  Sara Farley     Blakely Venerdi,   
           
01/15 - 11:00am  Dave & Annette Saunders, Aimee Dester    Brian & Seth Campbell, Matt Bye, 
   Brett Prather  Mark Fiebach    Juan Yanez, Janelle Robertson, Ava Carrillo,
           Sara & Rachel Crook

OFFERTORY GIFTS: 5:15pm - Scott & Kyle Harper Family              9:00am - Brandon & Jill Martin Family 11:00am - Dan & Lynette Murphy Family

CANTORS:  5:15pm - Rachel Hittner                      9:00am - Mikaela Meyer & Rachel Dugan    11:00am - Reid Whisenhant
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STEWARDSHIP IS THE GRATEFUL RESPONSE OF A CHRISTIAN DISCIPLE WHO 

P I L L A R  O F  P R A Y E RP I L L A R  O F  H O S P I T A L I T Y

IN MEMORIAM (present-2014)

PRAYER REQUESTS

PERPETUAL ADORATION

VOCATIONS April Hoff man & Paul Stadler

SICK Donna Cotter, Beverly Paxton, Rita Guthridge, Betty 
Rott, Paulette Cain, Julia Scott-Wagle, Scott Walker, Barbara 
Bennett, Melinda Hughes, Carolyn Maze, Mary Lou Cooke, 
Sharon Stephens, Valarie Setna, Ann Patton, Robert Aylward, 
Suzi Montgomery,  Barbara Saggu, Susan Beuerlein, Rita 
Youngers, Glen Skolich, Joseph Jenkins, Donna Blair-Jones, 
Emily Dumler, Frances Keff er, Carmen Carter-Saiz, Joan 
Somes, Laszlo Gasper, Mary Edgington, Katie Stout, Madeline 
Guiliano, Peggy McKenzie, Betty Allred, Joyce Eastburn, Stan 
O’Brien, Carla McKee, Pauline Rittlinger, Daniel Gallagher, 
Betty Smith, Lauren Patton, Kay Patrick, Jim Clare, Joanne 
Salazar, Duff  Whisenhant, Gary Kilian, Jeanette Bowker, Pat 
Cord, Andrew Lowry, Mary Sweet, Preston Deschaine, Gene 
& Mary Lou Schutz, John & Polly Snow, Debbie Mitchell
MILITARY Cpt. John Hunninghake, MD, June Baldessari, 
Paul Vanderpool, Landon Salazar, Jeremy Hastings, Lawrence 
Schutz, Mike Gann, Charles Robertson, Anthony Baldessari, 
Bobby Illidge, Clint Hitt, Tanner & Marissa Hesse, Mark Bartak, 
Shane Saiz, Luke Vanderpool, Alex Knowles, Julie Wilson, Marie 
Baldessari, Jeff  Mrazik, Nicholas S. Turner, Katelyn Bauer

PARISHIONERS: Any hour is available to you, however, 
please consider these hours with special needs:

SUNDAY: JOHN HAMMANS, 6848384
VERY URGENT 2 PARTNERS: 34PM
PARTNER: 23AM; 34AM; 45AM; 56AM; 78AM; 
12PM; 78PM; 11PM12AM
MONDAY: LORNA BURGESS, 6202184926
PARTNER: 121AM; 12AM; 23AM; 34AM; 45AM; 
78AM; 89AM; 910AM; 1011AM; 11AM12PM; 121PM
TUESDAY:  AMY RISHELL, 3901700
URGENT: 12AM; 1011AM; 121PM
PARTNER: 23PM; 11PM12AM
WEDNESDAY:  MARY SUE WRIGHT, 285.2765
PARTNER: 45AM; 12PM
THURSDAY:  ROSE KUHLMAN, 684.2893
PARTNER: 45AM; 89AM; 910AM; 12PM
FRIDAY:  PEGGY SUNIGA, 686.4920
VERY URGENT 2 PARTNERS: 34AM; 11PM12AM
URGENT: 23AM; 56PM; 78PM; 1011PM
SATURDAY:  PAT HARTER, 683.6610
VERY URGENT 2 PARTNERS: 34AM; 1011AM; 
23PM; 1011PM
PARTNER: 23AM; 121PM; 12PM; 34PM; 56PM; 910PM

Jeanne Gordon, Frederick Horton, Tom Honton, Bonnie Wolfsbauer, 
Leo Sander, Vivian Brock, Drew Christensen, Cheri Blankinship-
Wagle, Susie McHugh, Mary Gregory, " eresa Sloat-Elliot, Slade 
Adams, Melissa Peltzer, Marie Marx, Florence Ostrosky, Peggy 
Schoenhofer, Elaine Peters, Dave Burrus, Paul Rothermel, Msgr. 
John Gilsenan, Mary Harris, Janet Eckberg, Marlys Tokerud, Mary 
Kay Vestring, Tom Cornell, William McGuigan, Eric Dickson, Dee 
Kopper, Jackie Schenk, John Vanderpool, Howard Earl Clark Sr., 
Michael Cremin, Robert Burton, Tim Howell, Michael Meinecke, 
Gary Keltner, Kent Smith, Florence Spatz, Melvin Brummer, Gary 
Carson, Beulah Grilliot, Fr. Robert Burger, Marilyn Hein, Carolyn 
Daugherty, Brad Lupton, Evan Bowar Sr.

PARISH PICTURE DIRECTORY
THERE IS STILL TIME TO SIGN-UP!! Sign-up 
online for your family’s spot today. A link is available 
on our website under the pillar of hospitality OR 
you can call the parish offi  ce and we can assist you in 
signing up for a spot, 316-682-4557. 

Times are available 1/12-1/16. Pictures take place in 
the Bishop Gerber room.

Bring canned food with you and get $5 off  coupon! 
Military and Senior Citizen coupons also available.

2017-18 KINDERGARTEN MEETING
If you are interested in having your upcoming 
kindergarten-age child attend our Catholic school for 
the 2017-18 school year, this information meeting is 
mandatory.

" e meeting is in the school library from 12(noon)-
1:00 p.m.  Child care and light snacks will be provided. 
Please RSVP to the school offi  ce - 316-684-3752.

UPCOMING ALTAR SOCIETY MTG
Join us for fun and fellowship at our monthly meeting 
for the Altar Society (2nd Tuesday of every month). 

All women are invited to attend. 

January 10th is our next get together, rosary at 
6:45pm in the church, mtg at 7pm in Bishops Hall 
Please bring a bag of chips to support the eff orts of 
SVdP and don’t forget to bring a friend! It’s a New 

Year, try something new! Drinks, food and childcare 
will be provided.  Questions? Call Dana @ 559.7562

TOO MANY HOLIDAY TREATS?
Bowling burns 100+ calories per hour, builds muscle 

& strong bones; 3 games equals 1 mile of walking 
(and is more fun).  Blessed Sacrament Ladies 

Bowling League has several openings.  
Contact Carol Mesa 683-9087.

BLESSED SACRAMENT PRESCHOOL
Registration for the preschool program will be open 
to parishioners beginning Friday, Jan. 20th.  Forms 

may be picked up in the school offi  ce (Quentin Street 
entrance) beginning at 7:30 a.m. on 1/20.  " ere are 
only 12 slots available for each session of our 3 yr. old 
program and 16 slots available for each session of our 
4 yr. old program.  Applications will be processed on 

a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis with a $50.00 non-
refundable deposit to hold your place.  

Questions? Please call the school offi  ce at 684-3752.
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RECOGNIZES & RECEIVES GOD’S GIFTS  AND SHARES THESE GIFTS IN LOVE OF GOD AND NEIGHBOR

P I L L A R  O F  S E R V I C EP I L L A R  O F  F O R M A T I O N

ST.  VINCENT DE PAUL

W.I .S .S .  “SHOE SALE”
Clean out your closet for a good cause (Walk in 

Sister’s Shoes)!

Drop off  shoes (Boys, girls, men’s, women’s, shoes, 
boots, cleats, fl ip fl ops, sandals) in the designated 
boxes at the parish offi  ce and Quentin entrance 

between 8:30am and 5pm January 5-17th.� en come 
shop for shoes January 17-20 in the Old Gym from 

3:00-3:45pm. All Shoes $1; Boots $2.

Any questions call Heather Holovach 990-8406

PV
S de

Sixteen JrSVDP members prepared 
100 sack lunches at the Winter 
Overfl ow Shelter on 12/31, and 
were able to provide the fi rst food of 
the new year to the homeless men. 
God bless our JrSVdP young people 
and leadership!  And thanks to the 
parents who make sure the young people have rides to 
the diff erent JrSVdP events.
 
Financial Peace University is a great way to become 
debt free, prepare for the future, and get on a plan 
together.  If you  would like to be a part of Financial 
Peace University but may not be able to join due to 
fi nancial constraints, the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
may be able to assist you, please contact John Harris, 
208-6773, johnv55@cox.net to discuss possible 
assistance in enrolling in the program.  

" e food of the month for the weekend kids’ food 
program is breakfast food (breakfast bars, small cereal 
boxes, Carnation types of breakfast drinks, pop-tarts, 
individual packets of oatmeal, etc.) Donations can 
be dropped off in the Parish office entryway. Your 
donations are greatly appreciated by the kids who 
receive them! And your donations help off set the 
signifi cant monthly cost of this important program.

SVdP volunteers will serve lunch to the homeless again 
this month on 1/15 (we serve every third Sunday).
We will serve up to 200 people. Lunch is served in 
Riverside Park, and in Naftzger Park on Douglas near 
the old Spaghetti Warehouse.  � anks to our generous 
benefactors, who allow us to buy the food.

SAVE THE DATE: PARISH MISSION
February 6th, 7th and 8th
7-8:15pm in the Church

We look forward to having you join us for our 
next parish mission, with guest speaker, 

Msgr. Charles Pope

DON’T FORGET YOUR GIFT!
Don’t forget your copy of “Prayer for Beginners” by 
Peter Kreeft as you leave church this weekend. It’s Fr. 
Jirak and Fr. Curtis’ gift to you this Christmas! 

Prayerfully consider joining a small-group study 
to dive into this book and faith-share with other 
parishioners. 

Sign-ups will begin mid-January and will be available 
online and in the back of the church. � is is a great 
opportunity for fellowship and evangelization!

SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER RETREATS
SERIES: FIGHTING FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 
Four Tuesdays beginning Jan. 10; 6:30-9:30 p.m. Our 
culture puts out many things that fi ght against our 
Sacrament of marriage today. � is program helps 
couples fi gure out how to navigate their marriage 
journey successfully and instead fi ght for their 
marriage. Cost is $130 which includes a couples kit 
with all the materials and workbooks needed for the 
class. Babysitting will be available, but you must call 
the Center in advance.

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST GRIEF 
SUPPORT GROUP Winter session begins 
� ursday, Jan. 12; 7-8:30 p.m. � is 12-week long 
grief support group meets � ursday evenings. It is 
open to anyone grieving the loss of someone close. 
With video sessions, discussions, and a helpful 
workbook, the program off ers comfort and support. 
Cost is a one-time fee of $35 and you can attend as 
many sessions as needed for as long as they run.

ENCOUNTERING GOD’S WORD: AN 
INTRO TO LECTIO DIVINA Jan 13-15, 2017; 
Deepen your relationship with God by personally 
encountering His Word. � is weekend retreat will 
focus on an ancient way of praying with the Word of 
God. � e retreat will be benefi cial for those new to 
the method of prayer and those who are very familiar 
with it. 

For more information for these and other programs, 
visit: slcwichita.org or call: 316-744-0167

GUADALUPE CLINIC THANK-YOU
Your generosity is so greatly appreciated by all of us at 
the Guadlupe Clinic this Christmas season. You have 
been most gracious and kind. You fi lled our patients’ 
hearts with the knowledge that there are people who 

care and sacrifi ce for others.   God bless you all.



The Church of the Blessed Sacrament
PARISH STAFF
 Office Manager: Rachel Hittner
 Parish Life Coordinator: C.Y. Suellentrop
   Stewardship Coordinator: Renee Riter
 Bookkeeper: Dana Howland
 Liturgy Coordinator: Ben Dunlap
 Music Director: Rachel Dugan
 Athletic Director: Pat Harter

SCHOOL
 Principal: Dan Dester
   Vice Principal: Pam Loyle
 Office Manager: Michelle Hittner
 Building Maintenance: Mark Alexander
 125 N Quentin • Hours: 7:30am–4:00pm
 Phone: 316.684.3752 • Fax: 316.687.1082

SACRAMENTS

 Anointing 
 Call the Parish Office, 682.4557
 Baptism
 Classes required for parents. Call the Parish 
 Office, 682.4557
 Eucharist to Homebound
 Every Sunday and on 1st Saturdays. 
 Call the Parish Office, 682.4557
 Holy Matrimony
 Begin preparation at least six months prior.
 Call the Parish Office, 682.4557

PERPETUAL ADORATION
 Please see article on page 4.

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION
AND BENEDICTION
 Every first Friday from 2:35 to 3:05pm
 during the months of September through May.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
 Offered at the 6:30am Mass followed by the  
 rosary on the first Saturday of each month.

PRAYER CHAIN
   If you have a prayer request or wish to join the   
   prayer chain, during business hours call the
  Parish Office, 682.4557, after hours until
  9:00pm, call Marla Dahlgren, 681.1933.

ROSARY
 Prayed aloud for vocations 30 minutes 
 before the Saturday Vigil Mass and all   
 Sunday Masses.

PARISH RECORDS
 Newcomers
 Welcome to our parish family! We want to   
 meet you! Please call the Parish Office,   
 682.4557, to register. 

 Current Parishioners    
 Change in name, address, phone number or   
 planning to move? Kindly notify the Parish   
 Office to update your records.

COFFEE & DONUTS
    Join us each Sunday for Coffee and Donuts
    in Bishops Hall immediately after the
    6:30am and 9:00am Masses, and after the
    11:00am Mass-but only on the First Sunday
    of the month.

PARISH LIBRARY
 Open before and after Saturday Vigil Mass 
 and Sunday Masses (except 6:30am).

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
 Services include transportation, home visits,   
 house cleaning, meals, respite care, financial  
 assistance, etc. Please call the Parish Office,   
 682.4557. Calls and services are confidential.

THE LORD’S DINER
 Our parish serves the Lord’s Diner the first  
 Sunday of each month. To volunteer, call   
 the Parish Office, 682.4557.

SOCIAL MEDIA
 Our parish wants to stay up-to-date! If you
 have any exciting parish news or photos from
 parish/school events, email them to our social
 media administrator at randi222@gmail.com.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
 Submit announcements by noon on Mondays
   in writing to the Parish office or by email to 
 rhittner@blessedsacramentwichita.com.
 Announcements will be printed as space allows. 


