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PASTOR’S
LETTER

APRIL 16, 2017 - SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

Happy Easter, the greatest day of the entire Church year!

In fact, the day is so grand that we commemorate it every Sunday at Mass as a mini-
Easter.  ! e signifi cance of the Resurrection is beyond anything that we can imagine 
or hope.  Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is our victory over death.  ! e endless 
longing within each of us to live is a sign that we were made for more.   ! at being said, 
the Resurrection is not something solely directed to the future.  ! e Resurrection is 
already present among us, especially, in the presence of the Eucharist that unites us as a 
community, the People of God, each week at Mass.  ! at being said, how do we begin to 
live this resurrected life already present in the Church and our Eucharistic Lord?

To answer this question, let us turn to the Protestant Reformation.  ! is year we 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s posting of his famous 95 thesis 
to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenburg, Germany.  Hmm, the Protestant 
Reformation?  Yes, because the Reformation speaks to an important truth regarding 
faith and how we are saved.  We are not justifi ed by our works but by the “righteousness 
of God” as explained by St. Augustine.  At the time of the Protestant Reformation, a 
distortion emerged among many Catholics in regards to works and merit.  Namely, 
there was a squeezing out of the necessity of grace among many practicing Catholics.  
Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, O.F.M., Cap, Preacher of the Papal Household, states that 
the practice of the Church was not “truly refl ecting its offi  cial doctrine.  Church life, 
catechesis, Christian piety, spiritual direction . . . all these things seemed to affi  rm just 
the opposite, that what really matters is in fact works, human eff ort.”  

! e history of the Protestant Reformation brings home an important truth needing 
to be embraced among all Christians and Catholics the same, namely, that everything 
is grace.  We must begin with the new life that originates and is shared with us in the 
Resurrection and the life given to us in the real, resurrected presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist.  ! is is something to get excited about!  God’s power, present and active, 
intimate and personal ready, to be poured into our minds and hearts.  Living in this 
truth brings a new, hopeful dimension to our days.  We become Spirit-reliant and not 
self-reliant.  In the words of John the Baptist, we begin to say, “He must increase, I must 
decrease.”   

St. Gregory the Great said, “We do not attain faith from virtue but virtue from faith.”  In 
other words, we have faith not because we have courage, right judgment and discipline; 
rather, we have courage and all of the virtues because we have faith, the power of the 
resurrected Christ alive and well in our souls.  Today “we emphasize the moment in 
which faith was born.”

Ad majorem Dei gloriam,
Rev. John F. Jirak
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We invite you to join our parish family!

Please stop by the parish offi  ce any time
 Monday-Friday between 8:30am and 5pm and 

fi ll out a parishioner registration card. 
At this time you will also receive a new parishioner 

packet and a tour of the church campus.

Can’t make it into the offi  ce? 
Register online or by phone: 316-682-4557

WEEKLY COLLECTION REP ORT
                                       04/04-04/10     07/01-04/10
Actual Collection:             $42,477.38     $2,495,361.60
Budget:                           $60,717.81     $2,463,408.29

Surplus (Defi cit):           $(18,240.43)        $  31,953.31

Each parish member is asked to give a generous share 
of their time to develop their faith so as to better share it 
with others; a generous share of their talents to assist in 
the building up of the Kingdom of God; and a generous 

share of their treasure to support the many good 
works and services which are carried out in the parish, 

diocesan, and universal Church. 

CHURCH OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
PARISH TITHING
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EUCHARIST

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 22 & 23,  2017

Saturday, April 15
9:00pm VSr. Mary Peter White

Sunday, April 16
6:30am VRosemary Bonita
 Bodine
9:00am People of the Parish
11:00am All Remembered by an
 Easter Flower Memorial
5:15pm Int/John & Mary
 Bryde Family

Monday, April 17
6:30am Int/Linda Hollerich
8:00am VLeo Sander

Tuesday, April 18
6:30am VJeanne Galvin
8:00am Int/Emily Riter

Wednesday, April 19
6:30am Presider’s Intention
8:00am VBoo Brock
5:30pm Int/Charlie Lavacek

! ursday, April 20
6:30am VMartha Every
8:00am VTom Honton

Friday, April 21
6:30am VVanessa Buess
8:00am VBonni Wolfsbauer

Saturday, April 22
6:30am VKen Padgett, Sr.
5:15pm VJon Jorgensen

Sunday, April 23
6:30am Presider’s Intention
9:00am Int/Pat Adelhardt
11:00am People of the Parish
5:15pm Int/Renee Riter

04/16 Easter Sunday, the Resurrection of our Lord
 Acts 10:34a, 37-43       Col 3:1-4  Jn 20:1-9
 Easter Egg Hunt (College Hill hill)  10:00am

04/17 Easter Monday, Parish Offi  ce Closed

04/18 Rosary after Mass (Church)    8:30am
 St. Vincent de Paul Mtg (Bishop Gerber Rm) 6:30pm

04/19 Mom’s Group (St. Joseph’s Hall)   9:30am
 Incoming Kindergarten Mtg (Commons)  11:45am
 PSR Classes (School classrooms)   6:30pm
 Adult Choir (Church)    7:00pm

04/20 MS Scripture Group (Bishops Hall)  7:00am
 Men’s Club Stations (Church)   7:15pm
 Men’s Club Meeting (Bishops Hall)  7:30pm

04/21 Friday Breakfast Group (Bishops Hall)  7:00am
 Little Flowers (St. Joseph’s Hall)   3:30pm 
04/22 Familia (Bishop Gerber Room)   7:00am
 Regnum Christi (Bishop Byrne Room)  7:00am 
04/23 Divine Mercy Sunday
 Acts 2:42-47       1 Pt 1:3-9  Jn 20:19-31
 Mother-Daughter Breakfast (Old Gym)  10:00am
 Divine Mercy Holy Hour (Church)  3:00pm
 CYO Meeting (Bishops Hall)   6:15pm

WEEK AT A GLANCE MASS INTENTIONS
& SCHEDULE

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Today’s readings celebrate the Empty Tomb – the 
Resurrected Christ!  " e empty tomb represents the fulfi lled promises of 

Christ and the beginning of “the Eighth Day” – the day of the NEW 
creation.  " is truly is the Lord’s Day!  While his friends and disciples may 

have been confused and even a little fearful at the sight of the empty tomb, we 
understand that it marks the beginning of a New Covenant.  As stewards, we 
partake in this covenant through Baptism and the Eucharist, and we are called 
to share the Good News with as much enthusiasm as the disciples would have 

on that very fi rst Easter!!  Take time today to bask in the warmth of God’s 
gracious love and be sure to refl ect on the tremendous gift of God’s grace!

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION

Mass Time & Date 4/22, 5:15pm         4/23, 6:30am         4/23, 9:00am         4/23, 11:00am      4/23, 5:15pm

EMHC’s   Angie Holladay,           Sarah Dondlinger           A & D Degenhardt,        D. Brinkman. W. Wilbert,      
   Karen Hrdlika,                       S. Stark, M. Truman,       J. Stadler, S. Farley, D. Bebak,     
   Nancy Clark             M. Cohlmia, B. Carson,   B. Prather, P. Cord, C. Weber
                 Diana Crook

Lectors   Francis Ostroski          Dennis Danders           Brandi Freeland            Benjamin Weber                 
    Joe Dunworth                       Joe Hogan            Christina Weber        

Ushers   Kevin & Donna Arkin,          Dan Brooks,          L. Schaller, S. Poole,         Chris, Saramia, Nikky O’Neil,   Ron & East Veatch, 
   Alec & Sergio Garcia,            Chris Shank          J. N. & H Lowe,                Mike Shay, Stan Smith,       Evan Dalian, Ella Scott,
   O. Klein, J. Koehn,            M. & S. Frye,             Dan & Jason Dester,       Ayden & Logan Jiminez
   Luke Meyerhoff                       Cesar Nolla             Delaney Clare       

Off ertory Gifts  Aaron & Amy Noel                                Stephen & Mary Lou       Russell & Jeanette Bowker       CYO Youth
   Family                       Freach Family             Family       
        

Cantors   Rachel Hittner                      Mikaela & Jennifer           Adult Choir, Lynette Murphy      Motet Choir
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STEWARDSHIP IS THE GRATEFUL RESPONSE OF A CHRISTIAN DISCIPLE WHO 

P I L L A R  O F  P R A Y E RP I L L A R  O F  H O S P I T A L I T Y

IN MEMORIAM (present-2016)

PRAYER REQUESTS

PERPETUAL ADORATION

VOCATIONS April Hoff man & Paul Stadler

SICK Marlene Horton, Sharla Canada, Deril Hosford, Donna 
Cotter, Beverly Paxton, Rita Guthridge, Julia Scott-Wagle, Scott 
Walker, Barbara Bennett, Melinda Hughes, Carolyn Maze, Mary 
Lou Cooke, Sharon Stephens, Valarie Setna, Ann Patton, Robert 
Aylward, Suzi Montgomery,  Barbara Saggu, Susan Beuerlein, 
Rita Youngers, Glen Skolich, Joseph Jenkins, Donna Blair-Jones, 
Emily Dumler, Frances Keff er, Carmen Carter-Saiz, Joan Somes, 
Laszlo Gasper, Mary Edgington, Katie Stout, Madeline Guiliano, 
Betty Allred, Joyce Eastburn, Stan O’Brien, Carla McKee, Pauline 
Rittlinger, Daniel Gallagher, Betty Smith, Lauren Patton, Kay 
Patrick, Jim Clare, Joanne Salazar, Duff  Whisenhant, Gary Kilian, 
Jeanette Bowker, Pat Cord, Andrew Lowry, Mary Sweet, Preston 
Deschaine, Gene & Mary Lou Schutz, Polly Snow, Debbie Mitchell
MILITARY Cpt. John Hunninghake, MD, June, Anthony, & 
Marie Baldessari, Paul & Luke Vanderpool, Landon Salazar, Jeremy 
Hastings, Mike Gann, Charles Robertson, Bobby Illidge, Clint Hitt, 
Tanner & Marissa Hesse, Mark Bartak, Shane Saiz, Alex Knowles, 
Julie Wilson, Jeff  Mrazik, Nicholas S. Turner, Katelyn Bauer

Susan Wolcott, Paulette Cain, Ray Letourneau, Ken Padgett, Sr., Linda 
Gross, Peggy McKenzie, John Snow, Joyce Cookson, Jeanne Martanovic, 
Marti Ruth, Jeanne Gordon, Frederick Horton, Tom Honton, Bonnie 
Wolfsbauer, Leo Sander, Vivian Brock, Drew Christensen, Cheri 
Blankinship-Wagle, Susie McHugh, Mary Gregory, " eresa Sloat-
Elliot, Slade Adams, Melissa Peltzer, Marie Marx, Florence Ostrosky, 
Peggy Schoenhofer, Elaine Peters, Dave Burrus, Paul Rothermel, Msgr. 
John Gilsenan, Mary Harris, Janet Eckberg, Marlys Tokerud, Mary 
Kay Vestring, Tom Cornell, William McGuigan, Eric Dickson, Dee 
Kopper, Jackie Schenk, John Vanderpool, Howard Earl Clark Sr., 
Michael Cremin, Robert Burton, Tim Howell

Any hour is available to you, but please consider the following...

SUNDAY: JOHN HAMMANS, 6848384
VERY URGENT PARTNER: 34PM; 45PM
PARTNER: 12AM; 34AM; 45AM; 56AM; 11AM
12PM; 12PM; 78PM; 11PM12AM
MONDAY: LORNA BURGESS, 6202184926
PARTNER: 121AM; 12AM; 23AM; 34AM; 45AM; 
78AM; 1011AM; 11AM12PM; 121PM; 12PM
TUESDAY:  AMY RISHELL, 3901700
URGENT PARTNER: 12AM; 1011AM
PARTNER: 121PM; 11PM12AM
WEDNESDAY:  MARY SUE WRIGHT, 285.2765
PARTNER: 34AM; 45AM; 12PM; 67PM
THURSDAY:  ROSE KUHLMAN, 684.2893
PARTNER: 56AM; 78AM; 89AM; 910AM; 
12PM; 78PM
FRIDAY:  PEGGY SUNIGA, 686.4920
VERY URGENT PARTNERS: 121AM; 23AM; 
34AM; 45AM; 11AM12PM; 12PM; 23PM; 34PM; 
45PM PARTNER: 89AM; 1011AM; 89PM; 1011PM
SATURDAY:  PAT HARTER, 683.6610
VERY URGENT 2 PARTNERS: 121AM; 34AM; 
91AM; 1011AM; 23PM VERY URGENT PARTNER: 
12AM; 45AM; 56AM; 67AM; 11AM12PM; 12
1PM; 12PM; 34PM; 89PM; 910PM; 10PM12AM

CONGRATULATIONS.. .

BAPTISMS
Jameson Nikkel

Son of Garrett and Jade

Josephine Rosalie Coff ey
Daughter of Charles & Melesa

WEDDINGS
Johnny Garcia to Regan Sangster

Married April 1, 2017

M E N ’ S  C L U B  R O Y A L S  T R I P
May 7th, 8am-8:30pm (Game is at 1pm)

Cost: $90/adult, $75/youth under 18
Ticket & Tailgate only: $60/adult, $50/youth

Trip includes bus, ticket, tailgate party before and 
after the game, and beverages. To RSVP, contact Mark 

at 619-7267 or mark.oxler@fastest-inc.com.

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA APRIL 14-22
“On each day of the novena you will bring to My heart 
a diff erent group of souls and you will immerse them in 

this ocean of My mercy” 
-- words of Jesus to St. Faustina.

" e Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be recited every day 
in the church from Good Friday through the Saturday 

after Easter (April 22). Please join us at 4:30pm on 
Good Friday and at 3pm on the following 8 days. 

If you can’t join us in the church you can pray the 
novena from home -- pamphlets with the chaplet and 

novena prayers are available at all entrances of the 
church. We will also have a Holy Hour on Divine Mercy 

Sunday, April 23rd at 3pm in the Church.

MOTHER DAUGHTER BREAKFAST
Please join us for the Annual Mother Daughter 

Breakfast, hosted by the Altar Society on April 23rd, 
following the 9am Mass in the Old Gym. 

RSVP to the parish offi  ce by April 19th. Suggested 
donations $6 adults, $4 children 12 and under.

ATTN: GENERATIONAL FAMILIES
Do you have 4 generations or more of your family 

currently attending Blessed Sacrament? We want to 
know! We are updating our geneology for our 90th 

Anniversary, and we would love to get your information.

Please call JoAnn Robertson 316-686-0633 or email 
joannrobertson355@gmail.com.
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RECOGNIZES & RECEIVES GOD’S GIFTS  AND SHARES THESE GIFTS IN LOVE OF GOD AND NEIGHBOR

P I L L A R  O F  S E R V I C EP I L L A R  O F  F O R M A T I O N

ST.  VINCENT DE PAUL
A happy and joyous Easter, to the countless Blessed 
Sacrament Society of St. Vincent de Paul  benefactors 
and volunteers! You allow us to help our “least Brothers 
and Sisters” in many signifi cant ways, demonstrating 
Blessed Sacrament’s stewardship in our community.  
Major examples include:
-Assisting/supporting deserving families with rent and 
utilities when we are asked to go on home visits
-Providing food for our monthly Passageways dinners (for 
homeless Veterans)
-Providing food and volunteers serving the monthly 
homeless luncheon
-Holding the  annual diapers and hygiene items drive
-Providing food and serving at our monthly hot breakfast 
at St. Anthony’s Family Shelter
-Visiting the elderly at the Catholic Care Center
-Providing drivers to deliver weekend Meals on Wheels
-Supporting the annual coats, blankets, gloves, and 
stocking caps drive
-Preparing sack lunches and dinners at the annual 
Warming Souls Homeless Shelter during the months of 
November through March
-Giving gifts for those in care homes and Guadalupe Clinic 
who otherwise might not receive a Christmas gift
-Providing food donations to support clients of Guadalupe 
Clinic (and other low income clients) during the holidays
-Serving as volunteers and provide required donations  for 
those in need in the Hilltop area (in collaboration with the 
Dear Neighbor Ministries)
-Donating food, bagging it and delivering it every week for 
the Blessed Sacrament weekend backpack food program
-Providing food (hams, cakes, etc.) for meal deliveries at 
� anksgiving, Christmas and Easter
-Donating/delivering/moving furniture for needy families
-Participating in Junior St. Vincent de Paul group, and 
CYO activities that help the poor 

Interested in getting involved? Please join us for our 
meetings! (� e meeting schedule is in the bulletin).
 
On Saturday, 4/15 we delivered donated hams, cakes and 
sides to 25  families.  � ese 25 families not only are having 
a delicious Easter meal this weekend, but experienced the 
love of Christ through our Blessed Sacrament family.   

� e food of the month for the Weekend Kids’ Food 
Program is toaster pastries, like Pop Tarts.

We will report the total for “40 Cans for Lent” next week 
and if you didn’t have a chance to donate, it is never too 
late. � e need is year round.
 
� e Breakfast at St. Anthony’s Family Shelter was held 
yesterday;  thanks as always to all the donors of bacon, 
eggs, pancake mix and syrup, etc.  We even sponsored an 
Easter egg hunt for the children currently staying at the 
shelter! 

EVANGELIZATION OPPORTUNITIES
ALL PARISHIONERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

� e Called and Gifted Workshop Day one Fri., June 9, 
7pm - 9pm and Sat., June 10, 9am - 4pm at the 
Spiritual Life Center. Equipping Catholics to be lay 
apostles for their mission to the world. Cost is $50. 
Deadline to register is May 10th. Space is limited! 
(Parish will pay a portion)

“Sent” Evangelization Institute Weekly starting Mon., 
May 8 thru July 17, 6:30pm-8:30pm at the Ville at Saint 
Vincent de Paul (includes dinner). Forming missionary 
disciples at the parish level to practical experience and 
tools to lead others into relationship with Christ in his 
Church.  Deadline to register is April 15th. 
(Parish will pay 100%)

To register for any (or all!) of these events, RSVP to the 
parish offi  ce at 682-4557 or on our parish website.

Pope   Francis proposes we simply “stop and give 
thanks to God before and after meals. � at 

moment of blessing, however brief, reminds us of 
our dependence on God for life; it strengthens our 

feeling of gratitude for the gifts of  creation; it 
acknowledges those who by their labors provide us 

with these goods; and it reaffi  rms our solidarity 
with those in greatest need.” 

-Laudato Si, 227

SUMMER MISS ION PROGRAM
*Prayer & Action, July 16-21 in Parsons, KS* � is 
summer program is designed as a low-cost mission for 
young people that takes place within the diocese. It is 
truly a life-changing event! RSVP to Gretchen today!

DISABILITY INFORMATION NIGHT
Parents of a child / adult with a disability are 

encouraged to attend an informational night on 
� ursday, April 27, 2017  from 6:30-9 p.m. in the 
St. Joseph Pastoral Center next to the Cathedral.  

� ere will be presenters speaking about services and 
supports available.  Interpreters will be there to 

translate in real time using FM systems.  Childcare will 
be provided for a limited number of children.  

If you need childcare please call 316.269.3919 with the 
number of children.  If you have questions, please call 

Myra or Danny at 316-269-3900.

OUR DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY
Needed items @ Our Daily Bread Food Pantry include 
tuna, canned chicken, Spam, cereal and breakfast items. 
For more info, please contact Matthew at 316-264-8344 

ext. 1504 or visit www.CatholicCharitiesWichita.org.



The Church of the Blessed Sacrament
PARISH STAFF
 Office Manager: Rachel Hittner
 Parish Life Coordinator: C.Y. Suellentrop
   Stewardship Coordinator: Renee Riter
 Bookkeeper: Dana Howland
 Liturgy Coordinator: Ben Dunlap
 Music Director: Rachel Dugan
 Athletic Director: Pat Harter

SCHOOL
 Principal: Dan Dester
   Vice Principal: Pam Loyle
 Office Manager: Michelle Hittner
 Building Maintenance: Jeff  Murry
 125 N Quentin • Hours: 7:30am–4:00pm
 Phone: 316.684.3752 • Fax: 316.687.1082

SACRAMENTS

 Anointing 
 Call the Parish Office, 682.4557
 Baptism
 Classes required for parents. Call the Parish 
 Office, 682.4557
 Eucharist to Homebound
 Every Sunday and on 1st Saturdays. 
 Call the Parish Office, 682.4557
 Holy Matrimony
 Begin preparation at least six months prior.
 Call the Parish Office, 682.4557

PERPETUAL ADORATION
 Please see article on page 4.

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION
AND BENEDICTION
 Every first Friday from 2:35 to 3:05pm
 during the months of September through May.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
 Offered at the 6:30am Mass followed by the  
 rosary on the first Saturday of each month.

PRAYER CHAIN
   If you have a prayer request or wish to join the   
   prayer chain, during business hours call the
  Parish Office, 682.4557, after hours until
  9:00pm, call Marla Dahlgren, 681.1933.

ROSARY
 Prayed aloud for vocations 30 minutes 
 before the Saturday Vigil Mass and all   
 Sunday Masses.

PARISH RECORDS
 Newcomers
 Welcome to our parish family! We want to   
 meet you! Please call the Parish Office,   
 682.4557, to register. 

 Current Parishioners    
 Change in name, address, phone number or   
 planning to move? Kindly notify the Parish   
 Office to update your records.

COFFEE & DONUTS
    Join us each Sunday for Coffee and Donuts
    in Bishops Hall immediately after the
    6:30am and 9:00am Masses, and on the
  First Sunday of each month, it’s held after
  the 11am Mass as well!

PARISH LIBRARY
 Open before and after Saturday Vigil Mass 
 and Sunday Masses (except 6:30am).

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
 Services include transportation, home visits,   
 house cleaning, meals, respite care, financial  
 assistance, etc. Please call the Parish Office,   
 682.4557. Calls and services are confidential.

THE LORD’S DINER
 Our parish serves the Lord’s Diner the first  
 Sunday of each month. To volunteer, call   
 the Parish Office, 682.4557.

SOCIAL MEDIA
 Our parish wants to stay up-to-date! If you
 have any exciting parish news or photos from
 parish/school events, email them to our social
 media administrator at randi222@gmail.com.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
 Submit announcements by noon on Mondays
   in writing to the Parish office or by email to 
 rhittner@blessedsacramentwichita.com.
 Announcements will be printed as space allows. 


