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Grace to you and Peace!
Pope Francis stated that “An evangelizing community is always concerned with fruit, because the Lord
wants her to be fruitful” (The Joy of the Gospel, 24). What a blessing for me to witness the generous
and sacrificial stewardship of the people of Blessed Sacrament Parish.
The New Evangelization transforms the Stewardship Way of Life by first asking “who is this Jesus
Christ for me,” and not “what more do I need to give.” Pope Benedict stated that the great task of
evangelization is “to propose a personal relationship with Christ as key to complete fulfillment.” Over
the past four years, our parish has invested heavily in the personal encounter with Jesus that is so
central to the New Evangelization. This deepening grace has resulted in the emergence of many more
parishioners taking their Stewardship Way of Life to the next level. Instead of asking what do I have to
do, more and more people are asking what more can they do.
In this annual report, you will see the abundant fruit that has come from your generous commitments
of time, talent and treasure. For example, a number of new ministries has emerged in the parish this
year. The new Encore ministry established for evangelization, faith formation and fellowship for those
parishioners 60+ is one such example. Another highlight is the growth of our parish school. Our younger
grades are now at maximum capacity. Most astounding is the number of new families to register at our
parish, more than 100 new families this year!
I would be remiss to omit mentioning your generous offering of treasure over this past year. In 2012/13
we experienced a six percent increase in ordinary giving. This year we nearly sustained the increase from
last year while giving over 360,000 dollars to Our Challenge.
This report is an important moment to practice what we preach in living the Stewardship Way of Life,
namely, to “recognize and receive God’s gifts.”
Ad majorem Dei gloriam (for the Greater Glory of God),

Fr. John F. Jirak, Pastor

Year In Review

2013-2014

Pastoral Plan

Fiscal Year: July 1st, 2013 to June 30th, 2014

In the upcoming year we will start to transition from the financial component of Our Challenge to a focused,

Income & Expenditures

structured effort on fostering greater discipleship. Our ultimate Parish goal is not more buildings but making more

Blessed Sacrament income was $2,931,781 for the 2013-2014 fiscal

disciples and evangelizers. Pope Francis states it well, “In all its activities the parish encourages and trains its

year, a decrease of 5.9% over the 2012-2013 fiscal year income of
$3,115,076.

Income is used to describe parish family tithing, bequest

and designated gifts. Expenses were

$3,036,555

for the 2013-2014

fiscal year, a decrease of 2.1% over the 2012-2013 fiscal year expenses
of

$3,101,807.

Expenses include the parish tithe to the Diocese,

members to be evangelizers” (EG, 28).
Pope Francis hopes “that all communities will devote the necessary effort to advancing along the path of a pastoral
and missionary conversion which cannot leave things as they presently are” EG, 25). Our “necessary effort” will
begin this December as we kick-off a 10 month process to create a 3-5 year Parish Pastoral Plan. Because of a large
designated gift, we will be engaging the Catholic Leadership Institute (CLI) to discern, embrace and move forward on

employee salaries and benefits, grade school and high school expenses,

several very specific and Christ-centered goals.

utility costs and supplies, general maintenance upkeep, support for

In several months, much more information about the Parish Pastoral Plan will be communicated to you. May our

ministries and activities and use of designated gifts and bequest.
The income does not include “Our Challenge.” Our parish families
contributed

$360,800

in gifts to “Our Challenge in 2013-2014.

plea expressed in the Our Challenge Prayer, heard at every Blessed Sacrament Mass, come to pass: “As we face Our
Challenge to be a parish where the faithful encounter Christ anew and emerge as disciples to continue his mission of
redemption, send that same Spirit to overshadow and renew our Parish.”

The chart below shows total income and expenses including
“Our Challenge” revenue and expenses.
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Stewardship is the
grateful response of a
Christian disciple who
recognizes and receives
11-12
12-13 and
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God’s
gifts
shares
these gifts in love of
God and neighbor.
- CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WICHITA

$

1,260,000.00

FISCAL YEAR 2012-13
FISCAL YEAR 2013-14
CURRENT YEAR DONATIONS
TOTAL PAID
REMAINING PLEDGE
CHALLENGE TOTAL
REMAINING BALANCE

FAMILY DETAIL		 QUANTITY

102,442.00		 GAVE WITH NO PLEGE
$
360,800.56
GAVE WITH PLEDGE
$
238,169.57
TOTAL
$
702,412.13
$
TOTAL FAMILIES
51,673.30
$
754,085.43
FAMILIES THAT GAVE
$

GAVE

228

$

212

$

291,347.20

440

$

411,064.93
702,412.13

1074
41%

*As of November 1, 2014

505,914.57

$

Part of Our Challenge was a plan to address some of our

We are so blessed to have come this far and we

urgent capital needs. Our goal was to raise $1,260,000

are confident that by renewing the capital portion

and our projects were:

of Our Challenge for one more year we will reach

Church boiler/AC

our goal. You will find a new pledge card in your

Church roof

stewardship renewal materials. Please complete

School playground/basketball court

and return on Commitment Sunday along with the
rest of your stewardship forms. You will receive

School gym lights (new and old gyms)

a weekly envelope devoted exclusively to Our

Middle school lights/Church lights

Challenge in your envelope pack, to make it simple

Payoff KMC pledge

to submit your pledge.

School heating and air system

Thank you for considering renewing your Our
Challenge pledge for one more year---or making

Replenish parish reserve and
replacement account

a pledge if you have not thus far.
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HOSPITALITY

PRAYER

“When I was a stranger,
you welcomed me.”

FORMATION

SERVICE

HOSPITALITY

- MATTHEW 25:35

Hospitality abounds in our Blessed Sacrament family; the increase in
attendance and involvement in many ministries reflects this enthusiasm.

Babysitting at Parish Events the scope of providing childcare at all

Christian Kindness

Hospitality

parish events allows more parishioners to participate in worship, service, and
formation opportunities, as well as, giving stewards the opportunity to serve
as babysitters.

Altar Society averages 60 women at its monthly meetings and coordinates

Prayer

Formation

Night of the Living Art which provides all the needs of the altar and liturgical
environment.

Men’s Club is attended by an average of 70 men at its monthly meetings,
hosts Oktoberfest and manages Christmas Tree Sales which support many
school, parish, and community needs.
Our parish fundraisers have been immensely successful in reaching out to the
Blessed Sacrament family and to the community at large. This outreach has
resulted in increased spirituality among parishioners and the addition of new
parishioners.

New ministries associated with the Pillar of Hospitality:
Cana Couples a ministry for couples married 15 years or less. The main
focus is on fellowship and marriage enrichment through quarterly dinners held
at the parish. The goal is to foster healthy, Christian marriages while providing
opportunities to form friends with other couples.

“My family had a difficult
time, until God led me to
the family of the Blessed
Sacrament Church. I fell in
love with this warm, generous
and welcoming family. My
dear brothers and sisters in
Christ, I sincerely feel I am
among my close family. My
loneliness disappeared when
I became involved with various
parish activities…”
– Sally Kurait

Encore Ministry serves parishioners who are over 60 years young!
Events and activities are planned in order that our seasoned members have
opportunities not only to worship together, but also to travel, eat, pray, laugh,
and share their gifts together.

Prayer has always been tantamount to Blessed
Sacrament parishioners –each day faithful
communicants attend 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. Mass; parishioners are in the
church day and evening praying the Stations of the Cross or offering a rosary,
and adorers kneel before our Lord in Eucharistic adoration around the clock.

New Evangelization embraced by our pastor and lay people; the ardor of

- JEREMIAH 29:12-13

A Heart to
Heart with God

the Holy Spirit has ignited our parish.

Service

Hospitality

Personal encounter with the Lord the Holy Spirit strengthens our

Prayer

desire to be in relationship with Christ and fuels our fervor to be faithful and
joyful stewards.

Reconciliation The Sacrament of Confession is being increasingly
embraced by the faithful at Blessed Sacrament. This great response has
necessitated increasing from five to eight priests who are available for
Confession at the Advent and Lenten Penance Services. We have also included
an additional parish wide Penance Service at the end of the summer.

Adoration Chapel Eucharistic adoration of the Blessed Sacrament occurs
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Our parish was the first in the diocese to
establish Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 31 years ago. There are 324 adorers
who commit to a specific hour each week. 31 of those adorers were new to the
ministry in 2013.

Adult Choir has grown from approximately 35 members to approximately
67 members.

New ministries associated with The Pillar of Prayer:
First Friday Adoration Middle school students participate in 30 minutes

evangelize: Instagram, Tumblr, Google+, Pinterest, Twitter and Facebook.
We also maintain a website and blog at www.blessedsacramentwichita.com.

of silent Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament each 1st Friday of the month.
One of our parish priests is available during this time to hear confessions.
The youth have responded positively to this new opportunity to deepen their
relationship with the Lord.

Vintage Cana Couples is a parish marriage enrichment ministry for

Playgroup fosters community for moms and dads with young children in

couples married 15 years or more. Quarterly dinners are held which foster
healthy Christian marriages through fellowship and marriage enrichment
programs.

the parish through weekly meetings. The mission is to promote positive family
values and support for fellow parents in the midst of raising young children.
Once a month parents have an opportunity to participate in a small retreat and
a priest is available for confessions.

Social Media uses the following platforms to reach out, engage and

“When
you
PRAYER
call me,
when you
pray to me,
I will listen
to you.”

“My experience [at Blessed
Sacrament] with Familia has
helped greatly with my prayer
life. Being surrounded by
others who love Christ has
inspired me to deepen my
faith, knowledge and love of
Christ. I really am grateful for
being able to be in a group
like Familia. It has helped me
so much in my relationship
with God and I am learning
so much!”
–Jessie Bordeau
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“And I have been sent to bring faith
to those God has chosen
and to teach them to know God’s truth.”

FORMATION

SERVICE

HOSPITALITY

- TITUS 1:1

Formation in the faith is the mission of the Catholic Church. Blessed Sacrament
has sought to enhance formation opportunities for all parishioners. Faith is a
virtue in which we grow; this growth depends upon grace and formation. Grace
is what God does and formation is what we do.

Continuous
Conversion

Formation

Blessed Sacrament Catholic School is largest mission of faith
formation. Our K-8 school educates 401 students while forming them in the
faith. Our school is exemplary and was voted the 2014 Wichita Eagle Reader’s
Choice “Best Private School”.

Service

Hospitality

Kapaun Mt. Carmel Catholic High School and Bishop Carroll
Catholic High School educate 155 of our parishioners, grades 9-12 and
continue their formation in the faith.

Parish Book Program Blessed Sacrament distributed 2,400 books last
year at Christmas and Easter; nearly 1,000 parishioners and non-parishioners,
both Catholic and non-Catholic have participated together in the book study
groups. This ministry has helped to revitalize our parish through evangelization
and has brought faithful Catholics to a deeper spiritual level and non-Catholics
to a better understanding of the Catholic faith. This understanding has led
many to inquire further into the Catholic Church’s teachings.

New Ministries associated with the Pillar of Formation:
Clarity “The Gift: Discovering Her Dignity and Beauty”

“I always thought book clubs
weren’t for me. But I really
enjoyed visiting with fellow
parishioners in our small
groups and talking about our
faith and how we apply it in
our lives.”
– Book club participant,
Tom Rose

designed to bring mothers and daughters together to learn and reflect upon
the bodily gift of femininity. Intended for preteen girls and their moms, this
afternoon event presents young ladies the truth and beauty of their feminine
bodies in an engaging and uplifting atmosphere.

Men’s Familia a national apostolate of Catholic laity committed to the wellbeing of the family. Small groups of men study church documents on work,
marriage, faith and reason, and the call to discipleship, and application to their
own lives.

Mystagogy, “The Study of the Mysteries” continuing formation
for new Catholics who are received into the Church during the celebration of
the Easter Vigil. This program meets once a month in order to continue the
companionship and encouragement during the next part of the new Catholic’s
faith journey. Mystagogy is open to anyone who would like to learn more about
their Catholic faith.

PRAYER

FORMATION

Service to those in need is clearly charged to us by Jesus. Many of Blessed
Sacrament’s ministries quietly do this without fuss or fanfare. However, in the
last year, several of these have become reinvigorated and infused with increased
passion.

Lord’s Diner 45 Blessed Sacrament parishioners prepare and serve dinner
to over 425 people on the first Sunday of every month.

Youth Mission Trip During Spring Break, 40 high school parishioners
dedicated their vacation time to serve at inner-city parishes, at food banks, and
the homeless in Denver.

The Men’s Club monetarily supports StepStone, Kairos Prison Ministry,

Prayer

Formation

Midwest Catholic Family Conference, and the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary.

“I was amazed that a man
SERVICE
could have so little and
seem so satisfied with his
life. This inspired me to think
less of myself, and through
this glimpse of selflessness,
I felt a deeper calling to a
life of service.”
–Youth, Frederick Oxler’s
response to Youth Mission Trip

Love in Action

Service

Night of the Living Art, an Altar Society fundraiser, creates an art piece
with the residents of the St. Anthony Family Shelter; it is auctioned at the event
and the proceeds go directly to the shelter. Altar Society hosts a Baby Jesus
Shower each December to benefit local crisis pregnancy centers.

Respect Life Efforts—Parishioners support pro-life activities through
Fill-the-Crib and Baby Bottle campaigns, as well as, to participate in Life
Chain Sunday.

St. Vincent de Paul Society has grown progressively over the last few
years and its members’ passion is contagious. In 2013, they completed 94
home visits and provided over $35,000 in assistance; started a backpack
program that delivered 1,300 bags of food to students who needed
additional food for the weekend; prepared and distributed sack lunches
at a homeless shelter and on the streets in downtown Wichita; shopped
for and delivered meals to families for Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter
benefiting 50 families; organized several drives for items needed by various

organizations serving those in need.

New Ministries associated with the Pillar of Service:
Junior St. Vincent de Paul Society is dedicated to fostering the
growth of our youth’s faith through mutually beneficial relationships with
peers, parishioners and the local community. It is designed to encourage
youth to share their unique talents with others while building a stronger
affinity with God.

Run for the Poor is a fun run/walk held in conjunction with Oktoberfest.
It raised funds for Guadalupe Clinic, Center of Hope, and Jr. St Vincent
DePaul Society. In its first year there were 600 runners, over 100 volunteers;
approximately $6 ,000 was raised.

“Each one
should use
whatever
gift he has
received to
serve others,
faithfully
administering
God’s grace
in its various
forms.”
- 1 PETER 4:10
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2013-2014

797

Masses were celebrated at Blessed
Sacrament from 9/1/13 – 8/31/14

79

Ministry Opportunities

Year In Review
2,890

+ TOTAL MEMBERS:

+ TOTAL FAMILIES:

1,074

AGE

TOTAL

%

FEMALE

MALE

0-5

420

15

233

187

∙ 0-1 year in Parish:

102

6-17

659

23

316

343

∙ 2-5 years in Parish:

357

18-30

388

13

206

182

∙ 6-10 years in Parish:

162

31-45

587

20

318

269

∙ 11-25 years in Parish:

291

46-60

523

18

272

251

∙ 26-50 years in Parish: 140

61+

313

11

174

139

∙ 50+ years in Parish:

Blessed Sacrament

SACRAMENTS
CELEBRATED

Perpetual Adoration
participants each Week

New Families at
Blessed Sacrament

102 35 324 18
Enrolled in Parish
School of Religion (PSR)

22

Baptisms:

48

First Communions:

70

Confirmations:

Mass Captains
grades 9th-12th

Marriages:

105
19

GRADE SCHOOL INFO

HIGH SCHOOL INFO

401 students enrolled at Blessed Sacrament School

151 students as Kapaun 4 students at Bishop Carroll

4 8th graders qualified to compete in the online competition to determine eligibility for the
National History Bee Regional Competition. All 4 students qualified. Two of those 8th graders
participated in the National History Bee Regional Competition on February 22nd and one of
those went on to the National History Bee Finals in Atlanta, GA, June 6-8th, 2014.

31 students from Blessed Sacrament participate in
Kapaun’s Cum Laude program

Blessed Sacrament students raised $7,000 for the Walk in Sisters’ Shoes for the 2014
Campaign which was the top school.
6th grade girls’ basketball team went undefeated in the CSAL Mount Carmel Division
League for the 2014 Basketball season and took 1st Place, undefeated, in the tournament
7th grade girls took 2nd place in the post season basketball tournament.
A 5th grader received 2nd place out of 354 entries in the 2013 KPTS Young
Authors Contest

7 seniors from Blessed Sacrament were on the 2014
Kapaun Homecoming Court
2 Blessed Sacrament students at Kapaun received
Commended Scholar status in the Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship test
3 students at Bishop Carroll High School are enrolled
in honor classes

